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Chairman’s Report 2006-2007 
 
Much of the time at Council meetings has been spent receiving reports on Committee 
business, Conference planning and the many meetings at which the Chairman and other 
council members have represented ESTA. These meetings have included : Primary, 
GCSE, ESTA workshops, Earth Science Education Forum, Geological Association, 
Geological Society Education Group and All Party Parliamentary Committee. It is 
important that we keep in touch, are represented and maintain our profile in the Earth 
Science teaching world.  
 
Keeping abreast of the current Earth Science situation is also relevant. This year, this has 
involved correspondence with Natural England (formerly English Nature) to ensure Earth 
Science Education and Earth Science conservation is recognised for its importance. We 
have John Browne and John Reynolds amongst other hardworking RIGS members to 
thank for work on this front. 
 
Many of us gasped in horror earlier this year when we heard of the possible demise of 
GCSE Geology as a National Curriculum subject by 2010 and were quick to defend the 
subject and re-affirm its importance in schools and colleges by bombarding the Welsh 
Joint Education Committee (the only remaining exam board to offer the qualification) with 
phonecalls, letters and e-mails. Several meetings have taken place since and the outlook 
is now much more promising. GCSE Geology is likely to be re-branded with the following 
points taken into consideration: 

¶ A more attractive title such as ñHow the Earth Worksò might encourage new groups 
and teachers to consider GCSE Geology, without losing the support of current 
teachers. This would signal an approach based on processes and evidence. The 
possibility of using this title will be explored with QCA. 

¶ The new GCSE will not be aimed primarily at providing a preparation for A-level 
Geology or for degree-level Geology, but should be: a) an interesting study in its 
own right, providing understanding of Earth processes and their effects from local to 
global scale, including natural hazards, environmental and resource issues; b) an 
opportunity to fire up candidates for Geology BUT progression from GCSE to A-
level will be taken into account. To meet these aims, the GCSE should be: up to 
date; relevant and include less jargon than the current specification.  

The possibility of a new GCSE is seen as much more as an opportunity than a challenge 
and the discussions were most fruitful. Thanks go to those involved in the discussions to 
date : Chris King, Pete Loader, Alan Seago and John Pritchard at WJEC. 
 
Following the new GCE Science criteria for A-level, the new re-vamped WJEC and OCR 
A-level Geology specifications for 2008 have been digested by various members of 
council and more recently approved by QCA. Teaching material is currently been 
developed for the new specifications. This commenced at a very successful A-level 
workshop in Keele on 12th May 2007. Thanks go to Pete Loader for co-ordinating this 
fruitful event and to all contributors who gave up their Saturday to take part! New material 
will be available in time for teaching of the new specifications in 2008 via GeoTrex or on 
CD-Rom. 
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Much welcomed support from PESGB (The Petroleum Exploration Society of Great 
Britain) is currently funding a number of projects ï including the Belfast conference (a 
reduced attendance fee) and proceedings, a Primary Rivers project and a post-16 
resource for fieldwork in the Mendips. We look forward to a continued relationship with 
PESGB and ESTA are indebted the retiring Chair Martin Whiteley for helping to establish 
this contact. 
 
ESTA has recently taken over the JESEI website (JESEI was a joint initiative which saw 
the development of KS3/4 Earth Science web materials) via our own website. The ESTA 
website is now maintained by Peter Williams with valued support from Maggie Williams 
(ESTA Treasurer). It contains news of ESTA activities and, if you are a fully paid up 
member, information and resources to support your Earth Science teaching. Check it out 
at : http://www.esta-uk.org.  
 
Planning for our next conference continues. This will be held in Liverpool ï European City 
of Culture 2008, so put the date in your diary now - 13th14th September 2008. 
 
We hope you will like your new look journal which will be landing on your doorstep in the 
near future. Thanks go to Martin Whiteley for negotiations on this front helping to update 
our journal image. Our thanks go to Character Design and ABC printers for their work over 
the last 5 years. As always, the Editor (Adrian Pickles) is on the hunt for contributions 
(however small!), so if you know someone who has something they could contribute let us 
know !! 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all Council members for their efforts over the last year and 
welcome newcomers to the fold. Particular thanks go to those who have reached the end 
of their terms of service including Retiring Chair Martin Whiteley and Secretary Susan 
Beale. 
 
We welcome those who have offered their services for the future : 

¶ Niki Whitburn - who has agreed to stand as Chair Designate 2007-8, to take over 
as Chair in 2008. 

¶ Susan Beale ï who although she is stepping down as Secretary has agreed to help 
with Conference Liaison following the Liverpool conference in 2008. 

¶ Ros Todhunter ï who has agreed to stand as Secretary (2007-2009). 
 
Thanks also to Jane Ladson in her supporting role to the Editor at this Belfast conference. 

 
We are always looking for new recruits to help with the work of the Association so if you 
do want to get more involved with council behind the scenes (and get a real insight into 
the world of Earth Science) then we would be delighted to hear from you. Donôt be shy 
..come and talk to usé we are always easy to approach at the dinner/drinks receptions !! 
 

Dawn Windley, August 2007   
 

 

http://www.esta-uk.org/
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Retiring Chairman’s Report 2006-2007 
 
After the flurry of activity created by organising the Bristol Conference last September, it 
was a pleasure to settle the remaining administrative and financial issues and forward a 
significant surplus to the Treasurer. In retrospect the conference established some 
important relationships with HE and I thank the staff in the Department of Earth Sciences 
for providing the backbone of the educational programme and proving to be such 
amenable hosts. 
 
During the course of the year Council has decided to refresh the appearance of Teaching 
Earth Sciences and I have been negotiating with a new print house to take responsibility 
for publishing the magazine from 2008 onwards. Council would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Character Design and ABC Printers for all their efforts over the last five years. 
 
I have also been working with the new Editor and it has been a pleasure to help prepare a 
trio of articles written by octogenarian Frank Moseley for publication. We are always 
looking out for interesting articles for the magazine so I would urge you to put pen to paper 
and share your thoughts and experiences with the ESTA membership. 
 
Iôm pleased to report that the generous support we receive from the Petroleum Exploration 
Society of Great Britain (PESGB) continues. This allows the cost of attending the Annual 
Course and Conference to be significantly reduced and enables a number of web-based 
educational projects (such as a new Primary offering on Rivers and Post-16 resource for 
fieldwork on the Mendips) to be undertaken. 
 

Martin Whiteley 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Secretary’s Report 2006-2007 
 

Council Meetings were held in October 2006, February and May 2007 on Saturdays at Keele 

University who kindly provide free accommodation for the day.   We are grateful to the  staff who 

provided much needed refreshments!  In October Council were delighted to welcome Jane Ladsdon 

as a co-opted member.   Jane is responsible for recruiting advertisers to use TES and the ESTA 

website and has been very active in this field. 

 

The website has continued to develop under the auspices of Peter Williams who took over as 

webmaster from David and Martin Whiteley who had laid a sure base on which to build.    As 

members will know the site is a valuable resource to members as well as providing essential 

information for prospective members.  

 

Adrian Pickles has nobly taken on the editorôs mantle from Cally Oldershaw. Cally had done a 

fantastic job developing TES.  Producing a magazine of the quality of TES is a huge responsibility 
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and we are all greatly indebted to the work that goes into producing our magazine.   We all benefit 

from the ideas and information from our magazine, which depends on members to produce 

interesting copy.  

 

After many years Dave and Dee Williams have retired from looking after the promotional material.    

Council thank them for the long period of supporting ESTA in this way.   Dee and Dave handed 

over the responsibility for promotions to Geoff Nicholson and Council are grateful to Geoff who 

now handles all enquiries for rock and fossil kits and other promotional material. 

 

Denis Bates has organised the review of books in TES since 1992!   Our Association is truly 

fortunate in the time and work which itôs members are prepared to give.   Council thank Denis 

warmly for this long stint and are delighted to welcome Pete Loader who has agreed to take on 

responsibility for arranging for the review of books.    

 

We are all looking forward to an exciting Conference in Belfast.   Preparations for the Conference 

have run very smoothly due to efficient organisation by Karen Parks who has worked tirelessly to 

ensure a very special conference and who travelled from Belfast to attend Council meetings in 

February and May and has maintained close liaison throughout.  Thank you Karen. 

 

Preparations have already begun for the Conference in Liverpool next year, which will coincide 

with that cityôs celebration the City of Culture.   Southampton have booked to host the ESTA 

conference in 2009!  

 

In addition to our own excellent Conferences, it is obviously important that ESTA maintains a 

presence at other related conferences.   This year we again ran a stand at the ASE Conference in 

January and the Geographical Association Conference in April and we hope to continue in 2008.   

The effectiveness of these stands greatly depends on personal contact.   Any help from members in 

manning these stands, even for short periods, would be extremely welcome.  

 

Finally I would like to thank everyone on Council and in the Association for their kind support.   

This is my final report and I have very much enjoyed my time in office.   Ros Todhunter has kindly 

agreed to be nominated as Secretary, which I hope the membership will endorse at the AGM as I 

am sure she would do an excellent job.  

   

Susan Beale  August 2007 
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ESTA TREASURER'S REPORT 2006-2007    

The balance sheet may be summarised as follows:   

 2006-2007 2005-2006 

INCOME  £ 

Subscriptions 11,592.00 10,703.67 

Primary      110.00        90.58 

Promotions   1,382.65  2,680.41 

Journal (magazine) adverts      760.00     520.00 

PESGB donation for Derby Conference   5,000.00 

PESGB donation for Belfast Conference   5,000.00  

PESGB donation for web-based resources   8,000.00  

Other donations      354.01  

ASE Conference      365.00  

P.T. Carr legacy interest      114.11    102.10 

Business account interest      231.02    219.57 

Inland Revenue (covenants/gift aid)   1,431.85  

Conference (Edinburgh)   3,067.26 

Conference (Bristol)   6,586.06  

ALSF Grant   3,629.00 

Publishersô Licensing Society Ltd      210.63       83.20 

BGS Training      593.20  

   

TOTAL 36,730.53 26,095.79 

BALANCE FOR YEAR 22,478.28 20,751.29 

TOTAL 59,208.81 46,847.08 

   

   

EXPENDITURE   

Journal (magazine) costs   8,401.21 13,601.50 

Council expenses   6,048.79   4,015.32 

Promotions   1,227.32   1,946.00 

Publicity      541.95      475.39 

Derby conference    6,540.00     287.80 

Bristol conference   2,115.24  

Public Liability Insurance      163.00     163.00 

Subscriptions (IMIMIM/Geol. Association)        83.00       57.00 

Refunds/DD rejects      287.50     112.50 

Bank charges        82.88       80.29 

Data Registration (annual)        35.00       35.00 

PESGB project    2,543.88  3,595.00 

BGS Training       593.20  

   

TOTAL 28,662.97 24,368.80 

   

BALANCE to year ending 31st March 30,545.84 22,478.28 
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Treasurer’s Report 2006-2007 
 

Income and expenditure increased during the year 2006-07, giving a 
year-end surplus of £8,067.56.  Excluding the generous PESGB funding and 
including the payment of £6,500 towards the ESTA Conference in Belfast 
there would have been a year-end deficit of £11,432.44.  A year-end deficit of 
this scale together with expected expenditure on regularly publishing 
Teaching Earth Sciences is a cause for concern and so I am proposing an 
increase in subscriptions for next year. 
 
Reserves Policy 

Reserves are an important part of ESTAôs financial planning and so 
during this financial I have recommended to Council that the Association 
holds a contingency sum to ensure continuity in the production of Teaching 
Earth Sciences in the event of a large variation in income, to pay for specific 
future projects such as the PT Carr Award & web-based projects and to 
bridge cash flow problems 

As part of this Reserves Policy it is proposed that each year the Council 
will: 

¶ Review the reasons why reserves are needed 

¶ Consider whether ESTAôs reserves are too low or too high 

¶ Record its decisions on the level of reserves to be held 

¶ Ensure that a statement on the level of reserves held at the last 
day of the financial year is published in ESTAôs annual report. 

 
Income 

Income from subscriptions and primary subscriptions is up by £907.75 
and we are indebted to Peter York (Primary Committee Member) and to 
Hamish Ross (Membership Secretary) for organising renewals of 
subscriptions and encouraging more ESTA members to take part in the Gift 
Aid scheme &/or paying by Direct Debit.  Gift Aid claims to the Inland 
Revenue generated an income of £1,431.85 in the 2006-07 financial year. 

Promotions income was lower than it was last year and was largely 
generated at the ASE and Geographical Association conferences and by mail 
order sales of rock kits.  We are grateful to not only those volunteers who 
staffed the ESTA stand at conferences, but also to John Reynolds, Peter 
Kennett, and Dave Williams for their hard work on promotions this year.  
Particular thanks are due to Dave Williams who is standing down from the 
post of Promotions Officer, having served in this post since 2001-02.  A 
welcome is extended to Geoff Nicholson who is taking over this post once 
again. 

Advertising income from magazine (journal) adverts is higher. Most of 
this income was generated by insertion of flyers in the magazine (journal).  
Thanks are due to Ian Ray for his efforts increase advertising income and to 
Jane Ladson who has volunteered to take over the difficult task of Advertising 
Officer.  

Interest from the P.T. Carr legacy amounted to £114.11.  Although no 
award was made from this bequest fund it is hoped that an award of funds 
may be made during the next year. 
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Bristol Conference income was £6,586.06.  Thanks are due to Martin 
Whiteley for organising this conference and ESTA is grateful for the 
conference sponsorship received from PESGB, University of Bristol and ON 
Communication.  Although the final accounts for the Derby Conference were 
not received before ESTAôs accounts were finalised for 2006-7, payment of 
£3,532.61 from The University of Derby into ESTAôs account is anticipated 
early in the next financial year and will be shown in next yearôs accounts.  
 
Expenditure 

Magazine (journal) costs are lower than last year.  Costs covered the 
production, mailing and insertion costs of only three issues of Teaching Earth 
Sciences; four issues of the magazine were published last year. 

Council expenses are higher because four Council Meetings were held 
during this financial year. These expenses also covered meetings held by the 
Primary Committee and with the óAô Level Working Group. 

Expenditure on promotions was lower and publicity expenditure is 
slightly higher. 

Public Liability Insurance, arranged with Zurich through ESTAôs affiliation 
to the Geologistsô Association, has stayed at the same level. 

Subscriptions to other organisations show an increase because of 
ESTAôs new subscription to the Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining 
(IMIMIM) this year.  The slight increase in bank charges reflects the increase 
in the number of subscriptions paid by Direct Debit in October 2006. 

The PESGB project continues to be a major item of expenditure and this 
web-based project was funded by the generous donation from Petroleum 
Exploration Society of Great Britain (PESGB) that ESTA received during 
2006-07. 

I wish to place on record my thanks to John Reynolds for his continuing 
support and advice over the last year. 

At the time of writing this report the accounts for 2006-07 have not been 
audited. 

 

Maggie Williams, April 2007 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Membership Secretary Report 2006-7 

Membership Data* 

  Aug05 Jul06 Aug07 

     

Members  560 529 542 

 Complimentary 29 30 30 

 Student/retired 82 73 81 

 Ordinary / 
Institutional 

449 426 431 

     

     

Pay Information BACS 5 10 11 

 Direct Debit 216 213 208 

 Gift Aid 118 138 135 

* Figures from 22 August 2007 
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Membership Secretary Report 
The overall membership figures do not include any sources of significant 
uncertainty and therefore accurately represent the state of the membership.  
We should stress again: 

¶ the financial advantages of members making their subscriptions Gift 
Aid (if eligible to do so) 

¶ the administrative advantages of members paying by Direct Debit 
 
Membership applications are increasingly completed using the form 
downloaded from the website.  The possibility of direct electronic payment 
and membership is a future consideration. 
 
To some extent numbers have been maintained by cost-effective campaigns 
to target new markets (in this period, field studies centres and university 
departments).  Further such campaigns are likely to prove worthwhile (and 
specialist museums are an as yet untested market). 
 
This is the final report of the current Membership Secretary who is demitting 
office at the AGM.  Members who would be happy to take on this 
straightforward and vital role are encouraged to contact 
hamish.ross@ed.ac.uk to find out more about it.  It is not necessary to attend 
the Conference and AGM to stand for the post.  Please do not assume that 
someone else will stand; if you can contribute to the management and 
administration of ESTA, now is the time to get involved.    
 

Hamish Ross 22 August 2007 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Higher Education Report 2006-2007   
 

A one day workshop for H.E. staff involved in school liaison took place at the 
ESTA conference in Bristol last year.  About twenty staff from earth science 
departments came and were able to share their experiences and meet with A 
level geology teachers. All thought it was a day well spent. 
It is hoped that we will repeat the workshop in two or three years. 
 
Helen King wrote a report of the workshop in the GEES journal ñPlanetò which 
also included a paragraph describing the role and aims of ESTA. 
 

Mike Tuke 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hamish.ross@ed.ac.uk
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Secondary Committee  Report 2006-7 
 
New A-Level Geology Criteria 
Following publication of the new GCE Science Criteria for A-level, including 
the new A-level Geology criteria, much work was necessary by both the OCR 
and WJEC examination committees to meet the new criteria. This has now 
been carried out, and the new specifications approved by the Qualification 
and Curriculum Agency for first teaching in 2008. 
 
ESTA A-Level Working Group meetings,  
May 2007 Meeting 

¶ A key focus of the meeting was to work on materials for the new aspects of the 

new A-level specifications, to appear shortly. Work was begun on developing 

teaching PowerPoints for the following topics: Milankovitch cycles, sea level 

changes, oxygen isotopes, geothermal energy, and non-conventional 

hydrocarbons. The plan is that these will appear on GeoTRex to support the new 

specifications, when they appear. 

¶ The document óSo youôre starting a GCSE Geology courseô prepared by Maggie 
Williams and Gordon Neighbour is now up on the GeoTRex part of the ESTA 

website. This has already been an important support to those beginning a GCSE 

course from scratch and contains much useful information. See it at 

http://www.esta-uk.org/geotrex/index.html ï GCSE Handbook ï NEW.  

¶ As a result of the meeting, Mike Tukeôs work on practical geology activities for 
A-level was reviewed by Elizabeth Devon and the results will appear shortly. 

¶ The PowerPoint and leaflet used by Ben Church to advertise A-level Geology to 

potential students is now available to be adapted for all to use ï from the 

GeoTRex website ï see the section on Advertising AS and A2 courses. 

  

Again, Pete Loader did a splendid job of organising the day and leading the activities 

and everybody not only worked hard but enjoyed the day as well. Many thanks to all 

of you ï Leanne Blair, Peter Copley, Nikki Edwards, Tony Grindrod, Ian Kenyon, 

Chris King, Jane Ladson, Pete Loader, Frank Mugglestone, Gordon Neighbour, Ruth 

Richards, Maggie Williams and Dawn Windley. 

 

ESTA Conferences  
Bristol University, September 2006 
The post-16 day at Bristol had a wide range of inputs, including: 

¶ Lifting the lid on volcanism - Jeremy Phillips, University of Bristol  

¶ Mining is your future business - Toby White, University of Leeds   

¶ Getting more out of fossils - Joe Botting, Natural History Museum   

¶ Discussion between A-level teachers and Higher Education staff involved with 

school liaison - Chair: Annette Thomas 

These provided excellent variety and interest and were well received and discussed by 

an enthusiastic audience! 

 

The óBring and shareô session was again very popular. The presentations included: 

¶ Mike Tuke - Cambridge: Sycamore seeds and graptolite feeding* 

http://www.esta-uk.org/geotrex/index.html
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¶ Ben Church ï Monmouth School: Monmouth Promotion PowerPoint (as now on 
GeoTRex website) 

¶ Maggie Williams ï Liverpool University and Dawn Windley - Thomas Rotherham 

College: Careers in Geology ñGeology in the world of workò 

¶ Pete Loader ï St Bedes College: Seeing in Geology in 3D* and Normal faulting is 
FUN* 

¶ Peter Williams ï Liverpool University: Using Google Sketchup to visualise 
structures in 3D and also to appreciate the effects of deformation on an original 

sphere 

¶ Ros Smith ï Bridgwater College: Ordering a small pack of cards with an Earth 
history theme 

¶ Chris Bedford ï Radley College: wacky ways with the world-wide web - geo top-

trumps* 

¶ Chris King ï Keele University: Earth science through the window* 
 

Many thanks to everybody who was willing to óbring and shareô in this way. Some of 

the presentations were computer-based and so could not be reproduced for óTeaching 

Earth Sciencesô ï but those óstarredô above (*) were written up and appeared in TES 

32.2. 

 

The day for secondary science teachers presented by Earth Science 
Education Unit facilitators was enjoyed by all those involved ï a particular 
thanks to Mick de Pomerai, Paul Baggley and Elizabeth Devon for running the 
workshops. 
 

¶ Belfast University, September 2007 
The post-16 session at Belfast has been organised largely by Karen Parks ï 
to whom, many thanks. As ever it includes a óBring and shareô session ï that 
is causing much anticipation (particularly by the organiser ï who never knows 
what is likely to happen!) 
 
Association for Science Education Annual Conferences 

¶ Birmingham Conference ï January 2007 
The óEarthô theme at the Birmingham Conference was successful again this year, 

although attendance at some of the workshops was rather patchy. Particular highlights 

were Sir Crispin Tickellôs presentation on óEarth System Science: Gaia and the 

Human Impactô and Professor Aubrey Manningôs presentation on óLife and the Earth: 

interlocking histories'. 

 
Liverpool Conference – January 2008 
Following the Birmingham success, a similar Earth theme is planned for ASE 
Liverpool with Professor Chris Rapley (until recently, Head of the British 
Antarctic Survey, now the new Head of the Science Museum) following up Sir 
Crispinôs presentation with more about Gaia and the future for the Earth. 
Another highlight will be the presentation by the well known TV presenter, Dr. 
Iain Stewart, óUn-natural Hazards: the cultural geology of riskô. The full 
programme will be: 
 

Day, time Earth Theme 

Thursday 3
rd

 January, 9.30 ï 11 Dynamic Earth science - for AQA GCSE ï ESEU 
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Thursday, 11.30 ï 12.30 ESTA/ESEU Keynote speaker ï  Professor Chris Rapley 

Thursday, 2 ï 3.30 Dynamic Earth science - for WJEC GCSE Science ï ESEU 

Thursday, 4 - 5 Earth, life and atmosphere ï for EDEXCEL ï ESEU 

 

Friday 4
th
 January, 9.30 ï 11 Dynamic Earth science - for OCR 21

st
 Century ï ESEU 

Friday, 11.30 ï 12.30 ESTA/ESEU Keynote speaker ï Dr. Iain Stewart 

Friday, 2 ï 3.30 Dynamic Earth science - for OCR Gateway science ï ESEU 

Friday, 4 - 5 Physics in an Earth/environment context ï ESEU 

 

Saturday 5
th
 January, 9.30 - 11 Working with rocks and soils (KS2) ï booked course - ESTA Primary 

Group  

Saturday, 11.30 ï 12.30 Working with rocks and soils (KS2) ï drop in session - ESTA Primary 
Group  

Saturday, 2 ï 3.30 Experience the Earth, the ESEU Primary workshops ï ESEU ? 

 
Earth Science Education Unit Activities 
The ESEU annual report for 2006 was combined with the report on the five years 

from 2001 to 2006, the ESEU roll out phase. The following highlights are taken from 

the report: 

---------------------------------------- 

Statistical details of ESEU coverage are:  

Statistic 1999 ï 2001 pilot 

(three English 

regions) 

2002 ï 2006 

rollout, England 

and Wales 

2004 ï 2006 

(including 2003 

pilot) Scotland 

Totals 

Number of visits 100 515 81 696 

Number of teachers 763 3376 1232 5371 

Number of trainee 

teachers 

539 3899 0 4438 

Total number of teachers 

(practising + trainee) 

1302 7275 1232 9809 

Note: All figures relate to academic years, September to August. 

 

Each workshop participant was asked to complete an evaluation form for each 

workshop, requesting a range of feedback and asking them to rate their workshop 

experience on a 1 (high) to 5 (low) scale for óeffectivenessô, óinterestô, órelevanceô and 

óvalueô. The mean score for these workshops has been: 

Statistic 1999 ï 2001 

pilot (three 

English 

regions) 

2002 ï 2006 

rollout, 

England and 

Wales 

2004 ï 2006 

(including 2003 

pilot) Scotland 

Mean 

Mean evaluation óscoresô for each 

participant for workshop 

óeffectivenessô etc. on 1 (high) to 

5 scale 

1.5 1.6 1.5 1.5 

 

The figures in the tables above include the figures for 2006 (academic year 2005/6) 

below: 
Statistic 2006 figures, England 

and Wales 

2006 figures, Scotland 2006 figures, 

Totals/Mean 

Number of visits 97 28 125 

Number of teachers 448 374 822 

Number of trainee 

teachers 

1183 0 1183 

Total number of teachers 

(practising + trainee) 

1631 374 2005 



 12 

Mean evaluation 

óscoresô 

1.6 1.7 1.7 

 

These figures show that over the seven years of ESEU operations, more than 
9800 practising and trainee teachers have experienced an ESEU workshop 
(more than 8500 in the last five years) and have, in general, rated the 
workshops very highly on the 1 ï 5 scales used. These high ratings are borne 
out by the majority of the written comments, which show that teachers have 
gained in confidence, competence and enthusiasm through their involvement. 
 
Meanwhile, all the schools in England and Wales in which workshops were 
presented in 2005 were contacted to discover if any changes to teaching had 
been made as a result of the workshops. 47 schools were contacted, of which 
15 responded (a 33% return). Every school that responded indicated that they 
had increased the use of practical activities in Earth science as a result of the 
workshops. Some increases were very significant, with increased staff 
motivation and enthusiasm being reported. All schools which had a Scheme 
of Work reported that they had, or planned to, change their Scheme of Work 
as a result of the workshops ï so that all teachers would have more Earth 
science activities in their teaching. This is an excellent response to this piece 
of research, indicating a much greater impact than might be expected from 
published evidence on the effectiveness of workshops of this type. 
 

---------------------------------------- 

Ecton Hill Field Studies Association 

The Ecton Hill Mine and Field Studies Centre (in the Peak District) was re-
opened in Spring 2007 and is now ready for business. If you would like to 
visit, please contact Ms Anita Horton, The Institute of Materials, Minerals & 
Mining, Danum House, South Parade, Doncaster, DN1 2DY: e-mail: 
anita.horton@iom3.org ; fax: 01302 380900 for more details. 
 
 

Earthlearningidea 

The year of 2008 is the International Year of Planet Earth and a major focus 
of the year is intended to be outreach and education. Unfortunately, the 
funding that was supposed to come available to support these activities has 
not appeared. As a result, three ESTA members, Elizabeth Devon, Peter 
Kennett and Chris King have decided to work together to publish a new 
activity on the internet every week during 2008 (and one per month from 
September to December 2007). Each activity is designed to be used in 
classrooms with minimal resources and to encourage interactive teaching and 
the development of investigational and thinking skills in pupils. This is being 
done with no funding, using voluntary effort. 
 
A key aspect of Earthlearningidea is to encourage internet discussion across 
the globe around each activity using a blog. To be successful, 
Earthlearningidea needs to reach as many people across the world as 
possible, so the Earthlearningidea Team is seeking the contact details of 
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those involved in Earth science, science and geography teaching across the 
world (*Country  *Name  *Email address  *Institution name) to alert them to 
Earthlearningidea. It is also seeking the moral support and active blogging 
support of all ESTA members. More details, a sample activity and the 
September 2007 activity can be found on the website at: 
http://www.earthlearningidea.com/. Comments through the blog on these 
activities and the whole Earthlearningidea are welcome, now and in the future. 
 

Chris King, August 2007 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Primary Committee Report   2006 – 2007 
 

Once again this has been a very busy year for the Primary Committee, 
involving the production of the four issues of Teaching Primary Earth Science 
(PEST) combined with revising and facilitating our workshop programme for 
conferences. 
 
Three issues of PEST have already been produced, with the fourth to be 
completed. The theme for this year has related to ideas for use during The 
Year of Planet Earth (2008). The topics have been - 57 School Clubs ï Extra 
Curricular Earth Science activities [Stewart Taylor]; 58 Recycling ï Hints for 
teaching about recycling in school and 59 Eco Status Schools [both by Tracy 
Atkinson, Geoff Selby-Sly and Diane Payne]; 60 will be Environmental 
Systems.  I have continued to edit PEST this year, assisted by members of 
the primary team, particularly John Reynolds and Tracy Atkinson.  This 
method of editing continues to work well. 
 
There have been highs and lows relating to conference workshops!  At the 
ASE conference in Birmingham, the altered booked workshop was not well 
supported. Moving the workshop to the Saturday the previous year had shown 
an improvement, however we believe the longer length of this yearsô may 
have been a factor, and we shall therefore shorten it for January 2008. As 
usual the primary workshops ran alongside the secondary ones organised by 
Chris King and the Keele-based Earth Science Education Unit (ESEU).  The 
UK Offshore Operatorsô Association sponsored us, thanks to Annette 
Thomas.  In complete contrast, at the Geographical Association Conference 
in Derby, our workshop was fully booked and we had to turn people away.  
We received excellent feedback, and an article is being written for the GA 
Magazine Primary Geography.  We have again offered to do a similar session 
next year.  We ran our usual workshops at last yearsô ESTA conference in 
Bristol, which were fairly well attended and very well received.   
 
All members of the team have been active in promoting and helping with 
Earth Science in the Primary curriculum in their various areas.  Pete York 
continues to maintain the database. John Reynolds continues to be very 
involved in many UKRIGS activities, notably their Education Project, writing 
field teaching materials for non-specialist teachers, assisted by various 

http://www.earthlearningidea.com/
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members of the primary committee.   I have continued to be involved in the 
Geographical Association on their Early years and primary committee (EY & 
PC) and also on their local group committee.  Their physical geography 
working group is now in existence and is starting to work at investigating 
needs and producing resources.  I have represented both ESTA Primary 
group and the GA EY & PC on this working group.  
Work has started on our third work pack this time related to water, rivers and 
coastlines and thus the Geography part of the Curriculum.  This is being 
supported by some of the funding recently awarded by PESGB to ESTA. 
 
We will be involved in developing Primary workshops for the expanding 
ESEU, now that it has secured funding for a further 5 years. 
 
The usual venue for the primary committee continues to be the National Stone 
Centre, Wirksworth, thanks to our host Ian Thomas. 
Anyone who has read this and would like to become involved, in however 
small a way, from e mail contact such as proof reading a PEST or contributing 
ideas, to presenting one of our workshops; contributing as much or as little 
time as you would like; please contact us. 

Niki Whitburn August 2007 
 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Projects  Report 2006-2007 
 

CD of Earth Science Experiments 
All the experiments have been reviewed in detail by Elizabeth Devon who has 
made many useful suggestions for improvements, and corrections of English 
and spelling.  Photographs of the equipment have been added to many of the 
experiments. The CD is now finished and it is hoped to get 700 of these 
commercial produced and sent out free to all members with the first issue of 
next yearôs journal. 

 Mike Tuke 
 

 

Advertising Officer’s report 2006-7 
 
 
 

Journal advertising ï I have written to 48 people / establishments giving 
them details of the advertising opportunities available in TES.  I have had 6 
responses so far.  One was a ñThanks but no thanksò letter also requesting a 
copy of TES in case they which to advertise in future.  One was requesting 
more details and sounded promising.  Two are placing inserts in the next 
issue.  One placed a half page advert in the last issue.  The last response was 
requesting a copy of the journal to help the company make a decision. 
I will be following up on the people that seemed interested but havenôt been 
back in touch over the next few weeks.  I also plan to email all those I sent 
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letters to but havenôt heard from over the next few weeks to remind them of 
the opportunities available. 
 
 
Website advertising ï I offered a free advert to ESEU, WJEC, OCR and 
Malham Tarn Field Centre.  ESEU, WJEC and Malham Tarn took us up on 
this offer and now have their adverts on the news page of the ESTA website.  
OCR responded positively initially but then never took up our offer. 
In the letters detailing our journal advertising opportunities, 14 educational 
establishments were told of the web advertising.  I have had one response to 
this with a 6month advert taken out. 
Again I will follow up by contacting the establishments I havenôt heard from in 
the next few weeks by email. 
 
If anyone has any ideas to get more adverts in TES or on our website please 
let me know. 
 

Jane Ladson, August 2007 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 


